“Tell the Truth…..”
I found a certain amount of relief writing the year ‘2021’ as I sat in my quiet time and composed my journal on January 1 st; hope
and excitement filled my being as I contemplated the upcoming year. “Out with the old and in with the new”, I contemplated.
With everything that has transpired in 2020, this day marked an entirely new beginning and the anticipation for a better
tomorrow; I could envision the light at the end of the tunnel of a year gone by that was full of challenges, adversity, suffering, and
loss in some instances. Not only have we endured the pandemic, but culturally and spiritually the battle has intensified ‘to a
boiling point’. Chaos has ensued in America and the lines have been drawn ever more clearly. It has only been twelve days since I
initially considered this year and a whole lot has happened. Today is January 13 th and something was spoken on the same day in
1947 that brings with it a pertinent and apropos message:
“The choice before us is plain: Christ or chaos, conviction or compromise, discipline, or disintegration. I am rather tired of
hearing about rights…The time is come to hear about responsibilities…America’s future depends upon her accepting and
demonstrating God’s government.”
-U.S. Senate Chaplain Peter Marshall, January 13, 1947
We are and have been on a slippery slope of degradation, immorality, and ungodliness that feels like it cannot be reversed. As a
Christian man and as a ministry that purposes itself to represent Jesus Christ, the questions that I now have are, “What is my (and
our) responsibility? What would God have us do during this time that has set itself up against Him?” I think the quote above by
Chaplain Marshall gives me direction. I choose Christ and His Word above the world and it’s lies. I will not compromise, but hold
unswervingly to my faith and the convictions within that are motivated by the Holy Spirit. I will not allow my faith to disintegrate,
but be disciplined in my daily efforts to pursue Him and be an ambassador for His Kingdom. I will also stop considering my rights
and what I think I am entitled to, and instead consider the great privilege it is to be His son and to uphold the responsibilities that
have been bestowed on me as a husband, father, and man of God.
In walking out our faith right now, it is imperative that we as Christians hold to Truth and not allow ourselves to be swayed or
influenced by the culture even if it means being ‘canceled.’ Just last week we received an email from a pastor representing a
church in Florida which asked the following of us, “We would like to know your ‘interpretation’ of God’s love for LGBT people. We
believe sexual orientation is a ‘gift’ from God and we celebrate all sexual orientations.” Inquiries like this are becoming more
common. Our response was prayerfully considered and a portion of that response read, “As followers of Jesus, it is our desire to
heed to nonnegotiable moral convictions, based on God’s Word and His natural laws. We do believe that God’s ways are best, and
we make no apology for those convictions. We believe that homosexual behavior is contrary to His ways….in saying that,
understand that we love every man that walks through these doors and we love them enough to speak the truth, fully convinced
that it is the truth that sets us free.”
It is clearly evident that 2021 will be a time of testing and purifying for the church. Let me leave you with a word from Isaiah 51:7,
“Hear me, you who know what is right, you people who have taken my instruction to heart: Do not fear the reproach of mere
mortals or be terrified by their insults.”
“Awake, awake, arm of the Lord, clothe yourself with strength!” (Is 51:9)
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Graduation
Front Row Left to Right: Rudolph Shacklett, Anthony Hernandez, Jamie Hardegen, Dean Capes
Second Row Left to Right: Lincoln Munch, John Sanders, John Fraser, Floyd Jones, George Moore

“Before coming to Dunklin, I was hopeless and could not make a rational decision on my own. I was in the midst of a 20-year
addiction to drugs and alcohol. I pushed everyone away that loved me, including my son. I was on the verge of suicide in my darkest
hour when God met me. He brought me to Dunklin, gave me a purpose, and restored my soul. Through His love and grace, I was
given a new life and identity in Jesus Christ.
-

”

Dean Capes

“ I came to south Florida a spiritually dead man; I separated myself from God. I was ungrateful and avoided people. Because of this, I
pushed away every relationship I had. I had become disgusted with who I had become, but God having mercy on my life, showed
me grace and love. Since being here, God has shown me true forgiveness and given me purpose for my life. Now, I am focused on
what God has for me .
-

”

Rudy Shacklett

“ After years of drinking, using drugs and doing whatever I wanted to do regardless of the consequences, I lost my desire to live and

pushed away those closest to me. Before Dunklin, I was lost with completely no hope about the future and no idea of who I was,
but God delivered me from the way I was living and opened my eyes to the person I had become. He has freed me from the
bondage I was in and reconciled me to my family. I can see that He has a plan and purpose for my life that I am excited to walk in
today.
-

”

John Fraser

“ Before God brought me to Dunklin, my heart was full of anger towards life with only one purpose, self destruction. Since God

delivered me to Dunklin, He has transformed my heart of stone to a heart of flesh. Now the fruits of the Spirit reside in my heart
after this miraculous change in my life. I have accepted that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior, and I am finally walking in the light
of the Lord. -

”

Floyd Jones
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Scholarship for men in the program and SLT



Scholarship for families in Family Development and SLT



Hotel Room Renovations



Donations of cars for camp vehicles

