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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come...”
On September 14th the men above were given the privilege to share their testimonies of the new life God
has extended to them by His amazing grace and loving mercy. This is “pay day” for all of us as we come to
a realization that what seemed impossible was made possible through the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. It never gets old to witness the genuine transformation of a man who was dead be brought to
life by the power and touch of the Holy Spirit.

| then had the opportunity to “charge” them a speak a word of encouragement. | became aware that my
words were not only for them, but they were speaking to my own soul as well. | passed on a message that
the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians in his second letter in the fifth chapter.

In verse fifteen, he wrote, “And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but
for Him who died for them and was raised again.” This is for all of us; He died so that we may live for Him,
not for ourselves. We have spent enough time in the past choosing to live in selfishness. | believe all of us
come to a reconciling moment when we determine to live our life for others and not ourselves. My focus
should be Christ and the people He places before me; this is the path that leads to freedom and eternal
purpose.

Verse seventeen mentions, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!” That old life centered around me - what | wanted, when | wanted it, and how | wanted it
was all that mattered. | had no regard for anyone else outside of my selfish desires. | was bound to the
thoughts, emotions, and behavior that followed. Once the life of Christ and His Spirit was deposited in my
inner being, | discovered a new way to live. | was able to say “no” to the flesh and yes to the Spirit. I
became enamored with Him, the center of my new life. | now desire to walk in the fullness of knowing
Him.

Paul makes a powerful statement in verse twenty that brings everything into clear view for me. He writes,
“We are therefore Christ's ambassadors....” My actions nhow communicate to the world who Christ is and
what He is about. | represent Christ in all that | do and all that | say. This is a great privilege that comes
with a loving burden. | desire to represent Him well. What does my life say about Christ? Does it reflect His
love, grace, and compassion? Does my life tell His story and what He cares about accurately?

Lastly, we looked at the first verse in chapter 6; “As God's co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s
grace in vain” Wow! If | receive this precious gift in vain, then | will not appreciate Him and what He has
done for me; | will take it for granted. If | do that, my actions will not reflect gratitude for His loving
sacrifice. My desire and prayer is to embrace the newness of life that Christ has deposited in my heart and
live for Him in a way that brings Him glory, honor, & praise.

Fully receiving and appreciating His grace,
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