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“Thank You” 
 
It’s hard to say for certain how many people came back home to celebrate last weekend. There were some who visited 

just for Friday night’s campfire, which was fantastic. There is nothing like sitting around a fire roasting marshmallows, 

eating s’mores, and hearing the laughter of children playing and fellowshipping with brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Saturday morning brought the early-risers out prior to daybreak for the “Cowboy Breakfast.” Everyone there shared a 

meal together hot off the grill. All throughout Saturday, alumni, their families, and long-time friends of the camp 

arrived for the festivities. There were plenty of games, fun, eating, and reminiscing of times in the program. Many 

stories were shared of what God has done since those days in the dorm. 

Saturday night came with a worship service led by the praise team from More2Life Ministries in Okeechobee. What a 

powerful night of singing and giving honor and glory to the One who made all this possible: Jesus Christ. His Spirit 

showed up in a profound way as we cast our gaze on Him and shared testimonies of His goodness and grace. This 

paved the way for another phenomenal service Sunday morning as we continued celebrating His awesome deeds and 

miraculous works. It was fitting for us to finish off this service as we always do, by singing Amazing grace and thinking of 

the generations of people whom the Lord has brought and delivered to this special place called Dunklin. 

Dean Evans, Brother Mickey’s son, wrote: 

We missed many of the old-timers this year, but it was indeed a great Homecoming and celebration of what 

God has done for 61 years to a very special place and people. From a swamp to a sanctuary, many a man, 

woman, and child have been transformed by the touch of the Master’s Hand here on these holy grounds. 

Much thanks to the hard work and dedication of a top-notch staff who model love and excellence through their 

calling. There is no other place like it though planted seeds taken from here are producing similar good fruit 

around the world. I don’t know how God deals with pride in heaven (the good kind) but I am sure there is a 

cowboy preacher up there just beaming with pride and a contagious smile. Our Dunklin family already in 

heaven are great in number and I believe they joined us singing our final song, “Amazing Grace.” 

Can you imagine how amazing it is when we graduate to the other side? If the Lord doesn’t return before our 

62nd Homecoming, we hope to see you again next year for an ever-increasing slideshow of our history from 

our beginning to the present day. 

We would like to thank all of you who sacrificed your schedules, time, effort, and resources to make this weekend 

special and memorable. Laura Maye always told us her Mom used to say, “This was the best one yet.” The reality is 

that each homecoming is special and meaningful. 

Each year we will celebrate this festival unto the Lord. We did miss those who couldn’t make it, but we look forward to 

seeing everyone next year. You are loved and greatly appreciated. 

 

“What do these stones mean?” 

In the center of our camp is a small area of solitude surrounded by the waters of Lake Elijah that we call “Prayer Island.” 

There is a stone monument in the middle of this serene place built in the shape of a cross. This was built at the center of 

the property and is surrounded by trees and shrubbery. A slight breeze is blowing through the landscape today. I’m 

sitting here writing this letter next to the cross today for a reason—I am remembering. 

Throughout the Word, we read that God’s people were directed to “remember.” Exodus 12 tells us about God’s rescuing 

of His people from the Egyptians. He commands the Israelites to prepare themselves in various ways for a remarkable 

deliverance from captivity. In verse 14, the Lord tells them “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations 

to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.” 

In the Book of Joshua, we find a story about the Israelites crossing the Jordan River before reaching Jericho. The priests 

carrying the ark of the covenant entered the Jordan first while it was at flood stage. As soon as their feet touched the 

water’s edge, the water from upstream ceased flowing. The priests stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry 

ground while all Israel passed by until the whole nation completed crossing the river. 

The Lord then directed Joshua to select twelve men, one from each tribe, to take up twelve stones from the middle of 

the Jordan and put them down at the place where they stayed that night, which was called Gilgal. He then spoke to them 

in Joshua 4:6-7, “…when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was 

cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord.  When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. 

These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 

Both of these stories reflect the instruction to “remember.” At the Last Supper, Jesus commanded his disciples to “eat 

this bread, drink this wine, and do it in remembrance of Me.” Repeatedly we are told to remember, commemorate, and 

celebrate Jesus Christ and His miraculous works in our lives. 

This cross on Prayer Island is a stone of remembrance. It reminds us not to forget what has been done for us personally 

and as a community. The life, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is at the center of all that we are and all that 

we believe here at Dunklin. The great message of our faith to the world is in John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten son that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

This is what we remember. Jesus Christ is who we celebrate. Every year during Homecoming, we come together as a 

people to remember the grace, mercy, and love of Christ that delivered us from bondage and captivity. The cross is a 

stone of remembrance for the life we now live due to the death of a loving Savior. Homecoming is a celebration unto 

Him.  

“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a 

lasting ordinance.” (Exodus 12:14) 

We remember you, Jesus!  
 
 
 
Nick 




