“...tune my heart to sing Thy grace!“
The account of Mary Magdalene mesmerized me this Easter. I began to study the gospel accounts and discovered that she
was an ardent and committed follower of Christ. As I searched each scripture to uncover her story I noticed that she was
always there with Jesus, especially in the ‘significant’ moments. At the crucifixion of Christ, she was there. Matthew and
Mark mentioned that she was far off. I’m assuming the crowds were thick with soldiers, Jewish leaders, and those visiting
Jerusalem for Passover; this made it difficult for her to get close. John writes that she was near the cross. As ‘darkness
covered the earth’, Jesus breathed his last, and the crowds began to dissipate. Soon she made her way closer to Jesus and
wept as she dealt with the reality of His murder. Matthew specifies that she was ‘sitting opposite the tomb’ observing
Joseph of Arimathea wrapping Him in burial clothes and laying the corpse in his own tomb, which means she followed the
brutalized Christ from the cross to where Joseph laid Him. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all communicate that she was the
first to arrive at the tomb on the third day even while it was still dark. Finally, she was the first person whom Jesus
appeared to upon His resurrection.
I can derive that there was something special between this young woman and Jesus. A devotion and a love that I deeply
admire emanates from the story. She was unafraid and unashamed to be His disciple. She was seen at His death, His burial,
and the first to arrive at the tomb. It was obvious that they had a exceptional relationship. I dug for the reason for her
affection and dedication. I soon found what I was looking for in Mark 16:9, “When Jesus rose early on the first day of the
week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had driven seven demons.” That’s it! When did this happen?
Luke pinpoints the miracle in Luke 8:1-2, “…The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of evils
spirits and diseases: Mary Magdalene from whom seven demons had come out…”
Mary Magdalene had been a demoniac. She was tormented. Her joy was quenched and she was imprisoned in the
dungeons of sorrow. She was isolated and neither day nor night afforded her any rest. Her case was a helpless one; men
could do nothing for her. She had no hope; she sat in darkness and saw no light. She would have been considered
demented. Doubtless all who knew her thought that death would be a great relief to her. Think about it, someone who is
filled with seven demons does not seek to be cured. They would never guide men or women into the pathway of the Savior.
Whatever happened between Mary and Christ was caused because He chose it to be. This is why she loved Him so. Much
was given and her heart was fully devoted. She was filled with gratitude and recognition that it was Him who freed her.
Isn’t this true of us? I know in my own redemption story, I was not pursuing a relationship with Him. What happened
between the two of us was initiated by Him; His chords of love drew me in. “Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering
from the fold of God. He to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood” (Come Thou Fount).
“Come Thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace!”

Nick
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was in addiction for 4 years to anything that made me feel good. I pushed everyone away that cared about me and left a path of
“Idestruction
everywhere I went. I spent most of my life angry at everyone else and never saw myself as the problem. I thought I
would die in my addiction and that I was a lost cause, but God delivered me and revealed His love and mercy. He brought me to
Dunklin and gave me a purpose in life.
-

”

Marcus Howard

“After 30 years of addiction to drugs and alcohol I found myself in a crisis living homeless in the woods after destroying every
relationship I had. I was prideful, angry, and full of hate. My addiction led me in and out of programs until I came to Dunklin and
surrendered, allowing God to heal and change my heart. The Lord has replaced the anger with peace and by His grace and mercy I
have a new life with purpose.
-

”

Kevin King

“I come from a 25-year addiction to alcohol and drugs. Before coming here my marriage was falling apart due to my bad choices

and substance abuse. I also put a strain on the relationships with my children, parents, and siblings. Since coming to Dunklin I have
been able to build an honest relationship with Jesus Christ that has saved my life. He has helped restore and reconcile my marriage,
my family, and my relationships. I am truly grateful for what the Lord has done in my life.
-

”

Ivan Molina

26 years I was an addict and I thought I would die in my addiction. I had abandoned my daughter and walked away from every“For
one that cared about me. I was in the lowest point of my life, before the Lord called me to Dunklin. I came here to get clean and
what I received was a relationship with Jesus. Today the Lord has restored my relationship with my daughter and brought my family
back to me. -

”

Mike Bianco
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Scholarship for families in Family Development and SLT
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Donations of cars for camp vehicles

