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Patriotic parades, rodeos, bar-b-ques...ballgames...fireworks amatéreare activities that most
Americans celebrate on Independence Day. Truthfully, few peoptekenav or even care that our forefathers
signed a document on the fourth of July that began the war of 1775 that biregendence from England
for the thirteen colonies. It was the first official documenivirich the colonies were referred to as the United
States of America. For over 230 years it has been one of our most celebrateg holida

We celebrated July 4th on June 30th at Dunklin because that is theedaynilies of all the men in the
recovery program will come to spend the weekend with their husbaddsoas. We spend the day playing all
kinds of games, like water balloon tossing, three legged races,tibatgheasy pig, pie eating contest, etc. etc.
and end the day with a bar-b-que “Dinner on the grounds” for all our camp family.

Independence Day at Dunklin has a double significance for us. Weratedul, of course, for the
blessing and freedom that we enjoy in America but we are timaskful that we see families being reconciled
because the tyranny of alcoholism and drug addiction has been kao#eiamily unity is restored. It is a
beautiful sight that always brings tears to my eyes whese Ifathers playing games with their children and
wives and mothers smiling and cheering them on in all the contests.

No, we haven’t won the “war on drugs”! The epidemic continues tdagéscall over America like the
plague in the dark ages. But, by the grace of God, we have won some very meaningéulJostt ask any wife
or mother what they are really celebrating and they wil| aaythe Father said to the prodigal son who came
home from the far country”, “This my son (or husband) was lost but now he is found, he was(eht
family) but now he is alive...Kill the fatted calf and lets have a bar-b-que and a square dance™!

There were no fireworks because our celebration was more irtlhharcutward. There are no parades
or headlines in the newspaper about the battles won at Dunklin and otisia@hecovery programs because
the secular world is more interested in the “body counts” of the @edp have died this week from drug and
alcohol overdoses, drunk driving accidents and the crimes committaddists to get more drugs. Our news
media seems to have an insatiable appetite for “Bad News” Ionglto see the day when the media would
print testimonies of men and women who have recovered from theitiaddiand reconciled to their families.
Wouldn't that be nice?

Well we celebrate recovery even if the world doesn’t andiovet just wait until July 4th, we celebrate
it everyday. No, the war on drugs is not won yet but for eveny that has been regenerated and reconciled
with his family | can testify as the Apostle Paul who wrégut thanks be to God who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”. (Il Cor. 15:57) Lots of Love
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